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Ruthanne Fray has become a spokesperson for a Sunnyvale neighborhood group concerned about toxics

By Leland Joachim
Mereury News Stafll Writer

The certainty that groundwater un-
der parts of their nejghborhoeds is
spiked with Jethal chemicdals has gal-
vanized north Sunnyvale residents.

The fuel, solvents and other dan-
gerous substances leaked for years
from nearby factories before regula-
tors in 1281 ordered the industries to
investigate. .

Cleanup started soon after that, but
a series of public meetings this sum-

&It scared me to think there were
possible cancer risks. ¥

— Ruthanne Fray

mer to air further cleanup plans, cou-
pled with intensive organizing by the
Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition, has
brought out residents’ groups demand-
ing to be treated equally with the

industries and the federal and state
agencies as concerned partners.

In two of the three areas where
plumes” of contaminated water
spread far from.their sources, resi-

.

unnyvale residents fear underground plumes

dents have organized homeowners
groups to challenge the indystries and
governmment agencies responsible for
cleaning up fhe chemicals.

In the third area, surrounding and
reaching north from National Semi-
conductor Corp. at Kifer Road and
Lawrence Expressway in Santa Clara,
not all public meetings have been
scheduled and the community has not
yet organized. Although the National
Semiconductor plant is in Santa Clara,

See TOXICS, Page 6
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